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REPORTS ON THE LAST TWO COURSES OF THE YEAR

The FGB course on 
“Genetically Modified Rodent 
Colonies” covered the 
management of GM rodents 
from the breeding, husbandry 
and care and methods to 
securing genetic material 
according to the latest views.
We are delighted to include 
a brief report from one of 
the attendee, Stacey Barclay 
- University of Oxford, UK: 
“I really enjoyed the course. I 
take pleasure in meeting new 
people and it was enlightening 

to meet fellow technicians from so many different countries, 
hearing about their facilities and their best practices.
I found the course informative; it gave me food for thought 
as to why some procedures/routines are carried out. Some 

were for practical reasons, others due to experience. I 
think it is challenging to question what we do, why and how. 
Comparisons and analysis are also helpful to ensure that the 
most efficient standards are met and maintained.
I would have found it helpful if there had been some content 
giving an example(s) of breeding calculations. When a user 
requests a number of mice in a particular strain, and so many 
heterozygous mice should be produced per month, how to 
achieve this result, meeting the demand, overcoming any 
breeding issues the strain may have, etc.?
I did find all the presenters on the course very 
approachable and flexible. They were very 
happy to adapt and talk about topics that were 
suggested.
Many thanks for your hospitality; I am very 
grateful to have been able to attend this course.

Stacey Barclay
University of Oxford, Biomedical Services, UK

OBJECTIVES
The course covers the management of GM rodents from the breeding, husbandry and care and 
methods to securing genetic material according to the latest views.
The generation of transgenics is not a prime subject of this 
course. 
Theoretical and practical views are 
presented. The programme includes a 
session where participants are given 
the opportunity to present one or 
more cases from their daily practice 
for discussion with the faculty and the 
other participants.

CONTENTS
Colony organisation; Breeding; Animal 
characterisation and identification; 
Animal welfare; Ethical considerations; 
Cryo-banking; Databases and 
networks.

RECIPIENTS
Facility managers and supervisors, animal welfare officers, 
veterinarians, laboratory biologists, senior technicians, GM colony 
breeding coordinators  and managers.

15th to 16th of October 2015

The Management of Genetically 
Modified Rodent Colonies

TWO DAY COURSE

credits: 10 points - 1.5 day by Swiss Veterinary Association - 30 CPD credits by Society of Biology

“The Management of Genetically Modified Rodent Colonies”, Milan 17-18 October 

 “Managing Resources in the Modern Animal Facility” 16-18 November

OBJECTIVES
The course is designed to provide a mix of technical and non-technical skills useful to effectively 
cope with increasingly complex and sometimes new issues such as ensuring quality care of the 
animals, compliance with regulations and guidelines, funding and administration, hiring staff and 
human resources management. Part of the training will be delivered 
by a human resources training group that will broaden the 
understanding and experiences of facility managers outside the 
specific field of laboratory animal science. The course aims at 
those wishing to move into management positions or to improve 
their managerial performance.
The course will give particular emphasis to interactive case 
discussions and practical sessions including two workshops.

CONTENTS
A wealth of information will be available both from within and outside 
the specific field of laboratory animal science including: monitoring of 
facility operation; project management; supply procurement; tender preparation; 
budgeting; personnel hiring and training; competence identification and assessment; engagement 
and motivation; communication strategies; relationship and conflict resolution.

RECIPIENTS
Facility directors, facility managers and supervisors, assistant/associate managers, senior 
technologists

16th to 18th of November 2015

Managing Resources
in the Modern Animal Facility

THREE DAY COURSE

credits: 19 points  - 2.5 day by Swiss Veterinary Association -  48 CPD credits by Society of Biology

Here’s one 
participant’s report, 
Raffaella Ceccatelli 
- QA/QC Manager, 
GSK, Siena, Italy:

“The three day 
course was 
structured mainly 
in two parts 

addressing issues such as overseeing and ensuring high quality 
animal care, funding and administration and human resources 
management.
Human resources management:
This topic focused on job advertisement, assessment of the 
information listed in the CV, candidate selection, effective 
recruiting practices, emergency management and personnel 
development and team building. The interaction between 
participants and speakers was strongly encouraged and there 
were many positive feedbacks.  The speakers were very open 
in receiving questions and properly answered giving a lot of 
suggestions to improve the personnel management.
Organization of the activities:
In this session of the course we were taken through the Lean 
Management process as applied to an animal facility: 

Alberto Gobbi explained 
how to avoid waste of time 
and resources in the daily 
activities. He also presented a 
project which runs in his own 
facilities, offering practical 
examples and showing 
the achievements at the 
conclusion of the process. It 
was very interesting because 
it allowed us to compare the 
organization of the activities 
in the different facilities and 
gave many suggestions for improvement. 

In conclusion, I really appreciated the interaction 
and sharing information within the participants. I 
received many inputs and suggestions regarding 
my activities which was the reason why I 
attended this course. The professional level of 
both attendees and organizers was very high and 
everybody was open to exchange their experience 
and ideas.”

 Raffaella Ceccatelli
QA/QC Manager - GSK, Siena, Italy

http://www.fondazioneguidobernardini.org/en/training_initiatives/event_detail.aspx?IDEvent=84&IDEventType=5
http://www.fondazioneguidobernardini.org/en/training_initiatives/event_detail.aspx?IDEvent=84&IDEventType=5
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IF WE THOUGH 2015 WAS EVENTFULL, 
HERE’S HOW EXCITING 2016 IS GOING TO BE!

Please visit the web site www.fondazioneguidobernardini.org to download the programmes and choose the one that will suits your needs.

BETTER EDUCATION FOR BETTER SCIENCE

AALAS affiliate

COURSES AND SCIENTIFIC EVENTS 2016

http://www.fondazioneguidobernardini.org/repository/public/booklet2016-Newsletter.pdf


2016 IS FAST APPROACHING
If you’re involved in “in vivo” research and you have not attended a FGB training yet,

now would be the time to start! 

Through this issue of the FGB newsletter we would like to inform all of you about the courses and events available next year.
FGB strive to continuously achieve its aim also by listening to those who have attended the FGB training and professional that have 
a huge experience in the field of Laboratory Animal Science, in order to help participants to gain their target through innovative 
solutions.
In an informal environment the FGB Scientific Committee and Faculty would like to drive the laboratory animal science community 
to share expertise, ideas, experiences and doubt so as to use at the best the available resources and techniques; because FGB 
firmly  believe through that you will be able to solve the daily facility problem by new solutions and ideas.

2016 TRANING COURSES
Among the proposed courses there 
are a few title already seen in the past 
training proposals, but contents have 
been updated with new material 
and lectures. The first edition 
of the course “Microbiota and 
Gnotobiotic Management” deal with 
the microbiota of laboratory rodents 
and the management of facilities that 
breed and use gnotobiotic animals.

2016 EVENTS
Testo testo testo

Please visit the web site www.fondazioneguidobernardini.org to download the programmes and choose the one that will suits your needs.
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THREE DAY COURSE

credits: 16 points   -  
 Royal Society of Biology:  44 credits   - 

  Swiss Veterinarian Association:  2.5 day for Study Directors and Researchers 

OBJECTIVES
The course covers the management of GM rodents from the breeding, husbandry and care and 
methods to securing genetic material according to the latest views.
The generation of transgenics is not a prime subject of this 
course. 
Theoretical and practical views are 
presented. The programme includes a 
session where participants are given 
the opportunity to present one or 
more cases from their daily practice 
for discussion with the faculty and the 
other participants.

CONTENTS
Colony organisation; Breeding; Animal 
characterisation and identification; 
Animal welfare; Ethical considerations; 
Cryo-banking; Databases and 
networks.

RECIPIENTS
Facility managers and supervisors, animal welfare officers, 
veterinarians, laboratory biologists, senior technicians, GM colony 
breeding coordinators  and managers.

15th to 16th of October 2015

The Management of Genetically 
Modified Rodent Colonies

TWO DAY COURSE

credits: 10 points - 1.5 day by Swiss Veterinary Association - 30 CPD credits by Society of Biology

OBJECTIVESThe most advanced concepts of animal health and environmental monitoring will be provided by 

the expert faculty of this course.

The programme includes the description of different 

laboratory techniques, the most common 

health monitoring schemes and several other 

important aspects in the microbiological 

definition of rodent colonies. The participants 

will be offered interactive theoretical sessions 

combined  with technical-practical approaches. 

A session on Microbiota will explore host–

microbiota interactions in animal models.

CONTENTSTraditional and emerging pathogenic agents; 

Relevant international guidelines; Selection of 

laboratory techniques for health monitoring of 

mice and rats; Practical applications in rodent 

units; Monitoring of incoming animals and biological 

samples; Disaster plan in case of confirmed infection; Influence 

of microbiota on animal models and monitoring techniques; Control of 

the macro- and micro-environment.

RECIPIENTSFacility managers and supervisors, veterinarians, senior technologists, animal care and welfare 

officers and quality assurance managers.

12th to 13th of May 2016, Milan - Italy

Health Monitoring of Rodents: 

Traditional and Innovative Approaches

TWO DAY COURSE

credits: 10 points   -   Royal Society of Biology:  27 credits   -   Swiss Veterinarian Association: pending

OBJECTIVES
The course is designed to provide a mix of technical and non-technical skills useful to effectively 
cope with increasingly complex and sometimes new issues such as ensuring quality care of the 
animals, compliance with regulations and guidelines, funding and administration, hiring staff and 
human resources management. Part of the training will be delivered 
by a human resources training group that will broaden the 
understanding and experiences of facility managers outside the 
specific field of laboratory animal science. The course aims at 
those wishing to move into management positions or to improve 
their managerial performance.
The course will give particular emphasis to interactive case 
discussions and practical sessions including two workshops.

CONTENTS
A wealth of information will be available both from within and outside 
the specific field of laboratory animal science including: monitoring of 
facility operation; project management; supply procurement; tender preparation; 
budgeting; personnel hiring and training; competence identification and assessment; engagement 
and motivation; communication strategies; relationship and conflict resolution.

RECIPIENTS
Facility directors, facility managers and supervisors, assistant/associate managers, senior 
technologists

16th to 18th of November 2015

Managing Resources
in the Modern Animal Facility

THREE DAY COURSE

credits: 19 points  - 2.5 day by Swiss Veterinary Association -  48 CPD credits by Society of Biology

OBJECTIVES
This two day course focuses on the microbiota of laboratory rodents and on the management of 
facilities that breed and use gnotobiotic animals.
The influence of microbiota in numerous aspects of animal normal physiology and its involvement 
in the development of many diseases will be illustrated. 
The renowned speakers will provide cutting-edge 
information on the breeding, maintenance, 
experimental use, and care of gnotobiotic 
rodent strains. Strategies to maintain and 
monitor the defined microbiota will be 
discussed together with the technological 
solutions available.

CONTENTS
• Gnotobiology in research: History, 

state of the art and prospective
• Interactions of the microbiota with 

the host 
• Gnotobiotic animals as experimental models
• Technologies and procedures
• Quality assurance 

RECIPIENTS
Heads of animal facilities, veterinarians, those responsible for health monitoring 
and testing of laboratory animals, senior technologists.

22th to 23th of September 2016, Milan - Italy

Microbiota 
and Gnotobiotic Management 

TWO DAY COURSE
CPD credits by:   , Swiss Veterinarian Association and Royal Society of Biology are pending

1 2  Fe b ru a r y  2 0 1 6  -  U n i ve rs i t y  o f  L a u s a n n e ,  D o ri g n y  C H

Invertebrate animals have been widely used as models for biomedical research and teaching 
since the late 1800s. In the past decades the scientific community has 
increased its interest in such species also to respond to the public 
concerns regarding the use of vertebrate animals.

Investigations on invertebrate models can provide biological 
insights relevant to other organisms and it has led to important 
discoveries in many areas of research such as 
immunology, neurobiology and behaviour.

Model invertebrates offer many advantages over 
vertebrates, including their short life cycle, simple 
anatomy and cost-effectiveness due to the ease 
with which large numbers of individuals may be 
studied.

This international seminar will illustrate the potential of some 
species of invertebrates to contribute to biomedical research 
as model organisms to reveal fundamental biological processes 
including those involved in disease. Also concepts relevant to 
ethics and potential for suffering will be covered.

The models reviewed will hopefully serve as references for scientists, researchers, 
veterinarians, animal welfare bodies, and others interested in alternatives to vertebrate animals

INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR
CPD credits by:   , Swiss Veterinarian Association and Royal Society of Biology are pending

Invertebrates as alternative models 
in biomedical research

FGB and University College London (UCL) organise a 

workshop on housing, care and welfare of  Zebrafish used 

for scientific purposes. The workshop will take place in 

the recently renovated aquatic facilities of 

UCL, London, UK.

The workshop is addressed to those 

professionals, animal caretakers and 

technicians, who relatively recently 

started a career in aquatics.

The workshop will include a theoretical part and 

hands-on practical training sessions.

Topics are: how to run a aquatics facility? Large scale 

stock management, disease and health issues.

You will actually be introduced to techniques, like: fin clipping, sperm 

freezing and IVF and embryo injection. 

F I R S T  A N N O U N C E M E N T
2 1 - 2 2  A p ri l  2 0 1 6  -  U n i ve rs i t y  C o l l e g e  o f  L o n d o n ,  U K

WORKSHOP
CPD credits by:   , Swiss Veterinarian Association and Royal Society of Biology are pending

Zebrafish:
husbandry, care and welfare

2 6  Fe b ru a r y  2 0 1 6  -   F G B  C o n f e re n c e  C e n t re ,  Va re s e  I t a l y

INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP

Hands-on Training in Systematic Reviews 
of Animal Studies

The Fondazione Guido Bernardini organises, in collaboration with SYRCLE (SYstematic 
Review Centre for Laboratory animal Experimentation) a one-day workshop on 
systematic reviews of animal studies. A systematic review is a structured and transparent 
method to thoroughly analyse studies already conducted and published in a particular 
field. In clinical research, systematic reviews are already standard 
practice. In the field of animal experimentation, however, 
they are still rather uncommon, even though 
recent publications have shown that 
they have several important advantages. 
For example, systematic reviews may 
help improve the scientific quality of 
animal experiments, they may prevent 
unnecessary (duplication of) experiments 
and they may improve the translation of 
animal data to humans. 

In this workshop, you will be introduced 
to the concept of a systematic review of 
animal studies and to concrete examples 
that show the advantages of this type of review. 
Moreover, you will get the opportunity to actually 
practice the different steps of which systematic reviews 
typically consist.

We cordially invite biomedical researchers directly or indirectly involved in animal 
experiments to participate in this hands-on training in systematic reviews of animal studies.

credits:  6 points   -   Royal Society of Biology:  18 points -   Swiss Veterinarian Association:  pending

Pathology of the mouse in medical research - REGISTRATION FORM

Hands-on Training in Systematic Reviews of Animal Studies - REGISTRATION FORM

Invoice Details;  Please provide all the information requested to avoid delays in processing the application

Last Name           First Name

Title/Position        Organization/Company

Address

City         State          Postcode

Phone            Fax       Mobile

E-mail address

Organization/Company

Administration Manager E-mail

Address

VAT Registration Number (if you are an individual please provide the National Identification Number)

We would like to circulate a list of participants (name and e-mail address) at the course, please tick here if you wish to be included on this list.

Registration Fee 350,00 euro VAT included           

The Registration Fee includes participation in the scientific programme, lunch, coffee breaks. and shuttle buses (hotel/venue/hotel)

Policy on Cancellation
The event confirmation will be accompanied by the Order Acknowledgement with payment details.
The invoice will be issued within 10 days after the confirmation and cannot be changed, so please make sure you 
have provided us with the correct information (to be checked on the Order Acknowledgement).
Only digital version of invoices will be sent to participants. 
Payment of the fee is due before the event commencement.
All cancellations must be made by writing (email or fax) to the secretary. Payment of the balance of the event is 
due, in full, for cancellation received after invoice raising. Registrants who fail to attend without advance notice are 
liable for the entire course fee.

Please save or print this form and send me by email:  secretary@fondazioneguidobernardini.org or fax: : +39 02 45 07 02 12

City         State          Postcode

INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR
CPD credits by:   , Swiss Veterinarian Association and Royal Society of Biology are pending

Pathology of the Mouse 
and the Rat

The Fondazione Guido Bernardini (FGB) and Leiden University Medical Center 
(LUMC) are proud to present a three day international 
workshop on rodent experimental and 
comparative pathology in biomedical 
research. The workshop is primarily for 
veterinary and medical pathologists but also 
for PhDs, laboratory animal veterinarians, 
other scientists  who aim to have a broader 
knowledge of the pathology and use of 
rodent models used in their research. 
The program will include  pathology of 
selected tissues including nervous sistem, 
skin, hematopoietic/lymphoid and liver, and 
also stem cell research, aging, tumors and 
infectious diseases. The participants will be able to 
present and discuss macroscopic and histopathological 
cases with pathologists from leading research institutions.

1 s t  A N N O U N C E M E N T

2 3 - 2 6  M a y  2 0 1 6  -  Fo n d a z i o n e  G u i d o  B e r n a rd i n i  C o n f e re n c e  C e n t re     Va re s e ,  I t a l y
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